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EMH SEMINAR 2024 TOWARDS A EUROPEAN NETWORK OF HERITAGE HARBOURS

Towards a European Network of Heritage Harbours: Activating 
Historic Sea-Land Connections for Sustainable Futures



PortCityFutures
Leiden-Delft-Erasmus Universities

Universiteit 
Leiden TU Delft

Erasmus 
University 
Rotterdam

The PortCityFutures mission
PortCityFutures contributes to the new LDE strategy in multiple ways. It brings together 
researchers from humanities, social and design sciences in the LDE who are eager to collaborate. 
It focuses on the particularities of the port city region where these three universities are located.



Towards a European Network of Heritage Harbours: Activating 
Historic Sea-Land Connections for Sustainable Futures

Why European heritage harbors? 

How do we define European heritage harbors? 

How and for whom can the European Network of Heritage Harbors activate ships, buildings, 
practices for sustainable futures?



Port Cities as nodes of sustainable development
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Port Cities: A particular type of cities

13-01-2024 LDE Port City Futures 5PortCityFutures YouTube Channel: The Magic of Port Cities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_nQJzkJZc&t=2s
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Port City Territories: Complex Values

08-10-2022 LDE Port City Futures



Port Cities: Maritime Mindsets
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Main ancient Ports

Ancient Ports

GAHTC©2019



Assyrian Warship, built by Phoenicians (700 BC) CC BY-SA 3.0

Phoenicians

GAHTC©2019



Piraeus

Ancient Greece

A Akte Peninsula
B Kantharos Harbour
C Zea Harbour
D Munichia Hill
E Munichia Harbour
F Eetioneia

1 Hippodameian Agora
2 Emporion
3 Arsenal (skeuothēkē)
4 Shiphouses (neosoikoi)
5 Temple of Artemis Munichia
6 Temple of Zeus Soter and Athena Soteira
7 Sanctuary of Asclepius
8 Sanctuary of Aphrodite Euploia
9 Older theatre
10 Theatre of Zea
11 Wall of Themistocles
12 Wall of Konon
13 Northern Long Wall
14 Southern Long Wall
15 Road from Athens to Piraeus
16 Main gate
17 Eetioneia Gate or Aphrodite Gate

GAHTC©2019



Ancient Greece

Remains of Nesoikoi (2012) CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

GAHTC©2019



Johann Bernhard Fischer von Erlach: Lighthouse of Alexandria (1721) public domain 

Ancient Greece

GAHTC©2019



GAHTC©2019. 
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Medieval Trade Routes and Hanseatic Warehouses
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Medieval Hanseatic Warehouses
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CONNECTING, SHIPS, COMMODITIES 
AND BUILDINGS IN THE CITY CORE

Amsterdam, The Netherlands

AMSTERDAM 1544
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x

Dutch Empire CC BY-SA 3.0

GAHTC©2017. 

Dutch Empire



x

Clement de Jonghe, Jan Janssonius: Map of the Castle and the City of Batavia (1681) Public domain GAHTC©2017. 

Batavia



CLICK THE LITTLE ICON 
TO PLACE YOUR FULL SCREEN IMAGES.
(AFTER YOU PLACED THE IMAGE YOU CAN 
USE THE ICONS BELOW THE IMAGE 
TO ADJUST PLACEMENT TO YOUR LIKING)

Venice, Italy
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Fondazio dei Tedeschi (2012) CC BY-SA 4.0

GAHTC©2019. 

Venice



Canaletto: Entrance to the Arsenal (1732) public domain

GAHTC©2019. 

Venice



Arsenal (2017) CC0

GAHTC©2019. 

Venice



ADEN JEMEN 1590
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HAVANA 17TH CENTURY 



TRADING HOUSES, CANTON AREA 18TH CENTURY  
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PIRAEUS ATHENS PORT 1837
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CLICK THE LITTLE ICON 
TO PLACE YOUR FULL SCREEN IMAGES.
(AFTER YOU PLACED THE IMAGE YOU CAN 
USE THE ICONS BELOW THE IMAGE 
TO ADJUST PLACEMENT TO YOUR LIKING)

Im
pe

ria
l F

ed
er

at
io

n 
m

ap
 o

f t
he

 W
or

ld
 w

ith
 e

xt
en

t o
f B

rit
ish

 E
m

pi
re

 sh
ow

n 
in

 1
88

6 
| 

W
al

te
r C

ra
ne



BRISTOL ENGLAND c.1850
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WEST INDIA DOCKS 1802
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LONDON DOCKS WITH SAIL SHIPS c.1800
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Liverpool dry docks (2018) Tino Mager
GAHTC©2019. 

Europe



Liverpool dry docks (2018) Tino Mager
GAHTC©2019. 

Industrialization



BROOKLYN QUEENS WATERFRONT 1911 
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HAMBURG SANDTORQUAI c.1900
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Major Telegraph Lines 1891
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New Canals & Passage Ways Suez Canal
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KIEL CANAL NORTH GERMANY 1895
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PANAMA CANAL 1914
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TRANSFORMING PORT 
TECHNOLOGIES
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RESTRUCTERING OF SHIPPING NETWORKS
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Port City Dualities



Waterfront abandonment, Royal Victoria Dock, London
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Leisure-led redevelopment in Baltimore Inner Harbor
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Reclaimed land and inner harbor, Singapore Marina Bay
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HafenCity, Hamburg
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Hamburg, cruise days
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Port Cities: The North Sea



LDE Port City Futures

Port Cities: Deep Mapping

08-10-2022
08-10-2022 LDE Port City Futures





1300 1700 1910 2019

Rotterdam: Port leads

08-10-2022 LDE Port City Futures



1300 1700 1910 2019

London: City without a port

08-10-2022 LDE Port City Futures



1300 1700 1910 2019

Hamburg: Port and city tandem

08-10-2022 LDE Port City Futures



10/8/22 18









Multiple scales of analysis:
• The European Continent
• Four maritime waters
• 100 port city territories
• 129 port or port cities











extensive legends in the front of the book

condensed legend as bookmark















Free open course on EdX: (Re)Imagining Port Cities
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Image caption / explanation
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Image caption / explanation



UNESCO Historic Urban Landcapes



The historic urban landscape approach sees and 
interprets the city as a continuum in time and space. 

Countless population groups have left their mark, and 
continue to do so today.



Developing shared scenarios

(image)
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Water Values

From Awareness to Action

An open platform for exchange between academics and professionals and stakeholders of all 
backgrounds

Blue Papers
Open access courses to disseminate and engage with learners around the world

Water Works
New methodologies and engagement tools, such as serious games

Water Values



Water Systems Design: Learning from the Past for Resilient Water Futures

“… the past is not a recipe for 
the future”

Henk Ovink (Former Special Envoy For 
International Water Affairs, Kingdom of the 
Netherlands)
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Water Systems Design: Learning from the Past for Resilient Water Futures
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Water Action Agenda – Commitments

Water Systems Design: Learning from the Past for Resilient Water Futures
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Water Action Agenda – Commitments with ‘heritage’

Water Systems Design: Learning from the Past for Resilient Water Futures
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Water Action Agenda – Commitments with ‘past’

Water Systems Design: Learning from the Past for Resilient Water Futures
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Free documentary



Water Systems Design: Learning from the Past for Resilient Water Futures

1. History as Mirror for Water System Thinking

2. The Past as Foundation for Future Development

3. Heritage Identification and Protection
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Water Systems Design: Learning from the Past for Resilient Water Futures
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Water Systems Design: Learning from the Past for Resilient Water Futures
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Water Values

Water, culture and the SDGs

Water Systems Design: Learning from the Past for Resilient Water Futures
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Water Systems Design: Learning from the Past for Resilient Water Futures

Tangible

Drinking Agriculture 
and Irrigation

Drainage and 
Sewage

Food from 
Water Bodies 

Shelter and 
Defense

Health Energy/
Industry

Transport Places of 
Leisure

Place of 
Worship

Daily Water 
Practices

Recreation Rites and 
Rituals

Language
/

Idioms

Laws and 
Policies

Institutions Education Preservation, 
Adaptation, 

Reuse

Music, Arts 
and Dance

Festivals and 
Ceremonies
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Image caption / explanation



B
ey

on
d 

O
il:

 R
as

hi
d 

A
yu

bi



Carola Hein, History of Architecture and Urban Planning, TU Delft, PortCityFutures
Ingrid Mulder, IO, PortCityFutures

Bauhaus of the Seas Sails











Towards a European Network of Heritage Harbours: Activating Historic 
Sea-Land Connections for Sustainable Futures

Why European heritage harbors? 
• Ports, port cities, port city territories are unique and face unique challenges 
• Heritage harbors can be inspirational for sustainable futures through systemic understanding
• Maritime awareness can be promoted through heritage harbors
• Strengthen European culture

How do we define European heritage harbors? 
Most European ports have long histories, evidenced through tangible and intangible heritage and natural 
features
Heritage harbors host traditional ships and heritage on sea and land
Maritime practices are active in heritage harbors

How and for whom can the European Network of Heritage Harbors activate ships, buildings, practices for sustainable 
futures?
• Heritage needs more than tourism. It can make an active contribution through creative industries, for 

citizens
• New narratives, both stories and images across multiple scales can help build Europe, maritime knowledge
• European harbours are part of global networks with positive and negative connotations 
• Heritage needs to be integral part of port city design from the start to re-create maritime mindsets



Carola Hein, c.m.hein@tudelft.nl

Thank you!

mailto:c.m.hein@tudelft.nl

